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Abuse
Abuse may consist of a single act or repeated acts.  It is a violation of an individual’s human and civil rights by another person or persons.  It may be physical, verbal or psychological, it may be an act of neglect or an omission to act or it may occur when a vulnerable person is persuaded to enter into a financial or sexual transaction to which he is she has not consented, or cannot consent.  Abuse can occur in any relationship and may result in significant harm to, or exploitation of, the person subjected to it.

Alert

Reporting concerns of abuse or neglect, which are received or noticed, within a partner organisation. Any immediate protection needs are addressed.

Alleged Perpetrator 

Someone who has allegedly caused harm to a vulnerable adult.

Capacity

The ability to make a decision about a particular matter at the time the decision needs to be made.  The legal definition of a person who lacks capacity is set out in Section 2 of the Mental Capacity Act 2005.
Data Protection Act 1998

A law controlling the handling of and access to, personal information, such as medical records, files held by public bodies and financial information held by credit reference agencies.

Decision
Deciding whether the Safeguarding Adults Procedures are appropriate to address the concern.

Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DOLS)

The Mental Capacity Act DOLS have been introduced into the MCA by the Mental Health Act 2007. 

Deprivation of liberty could take a wide variety of forms where people lacking capacity are concerned. Control through medication, or placing people who are also physically frail in situations from which they cannot gain egress under their own volition might in certain circumstances be considered to represent deprivation of liberty. This could extend to care homes or even a person’s own home depending on the nature of the regime e.g. where an individual has a severe mental disorder and the regime is exceptionally ‘closed’ (lack of outside contact, constant control, and supervision etc) the possibility that deprivation of liberty might arise within the meaning of Article 5(1)(e) and 5(4) if the ECHR is greater than in a home where the regime is more open.

Enduring Power of Attorney (EPA)

A power of Attorney created under the Enduring Powers of Attorney Act 1985 appointing an Attorney to deal with the Donor’s property and financial affairs.  The Mental Capacity Act 2005 replaced the EPA Act 1985 but existing EPAs continue to operate under Schedule 4 of the Act. 

Independent Mental Capacity Advocate (IMCA)

Someone who provides support and representation for a person who lacks capacity to make specific decisions, where the person has no-one else to support them.  

Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA)

The Independent Safeguarding Authority’s role is to help prevent unsuitable people from working with children and vulnerable adults.  Additional safeguards starting in October 2009 are:
· reduction of red tape - two barring lists will be administered by a single organisation, the Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA), rather than the three lists currently maintained by two different government departments: Protection Of Children Act (POCA), Protection of Vulnerable Adults (PoVA) and List 99 

· the introduction of barring from ‘regulated activities’ – people included on the new ISA lists will be barred from a much wider range of jobs and activities than before, particularly in areas of work with vulnerable adults such as the NHS 

· a new duty to share information - employers, social services and professional regulators will have to notify the ISA of relevant information so individuals who pose a threat to vulnerable groups can be identified and barred from working with these groups 

· new criminal offences – it will become a crime for a barred individual to seek or undertake work with vulnerable groups; and for employers to knowingly take them on.  

· From 26 July 2010 all new entrants to roles working with vulnerable groups and those switching jobs within these sectors will be able to register with the VBS and be checked by the ISA.

Referral
Placing information about a concern into multi-agency context. 

Review

The Review of a Safeguarding Plan.

Safeguarding Assessment
Co-ordinating the collection of information about abuse or neglect that has occurred or might occur. This may include an investigation, e.g. a criminal or disciplinary investigation.

Safeguarding Assessment Strategy
Formulating a multi-agency plan for assessing the risk and addressing any immediate protection needs. 

Safeguarding Plan
Co-ordinating a multi-agency response to the risk of abuse that has been identified. 

Vulnerable Adult

The definition of vulnerable adult that applies to Adult Care Social Services is “a person who is or may be in need of community care services by reason of mental or other disability, age or illness and who is or may be unable to take care of him or herself, or unable to protect him or herself against significant harm or exploitation.”
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Safeguarding Adults   -   Jargon Buster








